INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

The EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF PLANT PATHOLOGY welcomes research papers, mini review papers
and short communications. Fifty offprints will be supplied free of charge.

Research papers describing original research should address biological problems. They should contain a
novel and well formulated hypothesis, a sound experimental approach, results that confirm or reject the
hypothesis and should offer novel insight into the existing body of knowledge. Research papers should not
exceed twenty pages of printed text, including tables, figures and references (one page of printed tex-
t = approximately 600 words).

The Short communication format is intended for presentation of important observations that can be clearly
described in an abbreviated format. For example, molecular data useful for typing pathogens or the first
report of preliminary data would be suitable for this section. Short descriptions of genes isolated from
pathogens and pest organisms, and of plant genes with a putative function in plant-pathogen interactions
can also be presented in the Short communication format. Short communications should contain firm data
and will be refereed. A short communication should have an abstract and should not exceed four printed
pages in total. There are no subheadings and a description of Materials and methods should be integrated
in the text.

Authors who wish to submit a Mini review should first contact the Editorial Office or the Editor-in-Chief,
since only Mini reviews on topical issues will be considered for publication. Mini reviews should not exceed
12 pages of printed text, including Tables, Figures, and References.

Papers already published or in press elsewhere will not be accepted. If any part of the subject matter or
experiments included in a manuscript submitted to the journal has been the subject of any prior publica-
tion, this prior publication must be identified. Papers of restricted local importance will not be accepted.

No page charges are applicable, but prospective authors should condense their text as much as possible.
Manuscripts submitted for publication and communications concerning editorial matters should be sent to:

Editorial Office

EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
PO Box 990

3300 AZ Dordrecht

The Netherlands

Authors are invited to provide the names of at least four suitable referees which may be used by the
managing editor

Manuscript Submission

Kluwer Academic Publishers request the submission of manuscripts in paper and electronic format (com-
pulsory). Please submit the text using the line numbering function of your word-processor. The preferred
storage medium for your files is a 3.5 inch diskette, zip disk or CD-ROM. Please label disks with your
name, journal name, short manuscript title, file name(s), the software format, and the operating system
used. Please always retain a backup copy of your files. Authors should present a structured response to the
referees’ comments, referring to all the points raised by the reviewers. Please provide two printouts when
submitting your revised manuscript. One version should be the original text of the submission with all
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changes (deletions and new text) marked. Use strikeout or colour for the deletions and underlining to
indicate your changes. The second printout should be your final revised version. You must also send the
final version in electronic format, as above.

We prefer manuscripts submitted in word processing packages such as MS Word, Rich Text Format,
WordPerfect, plain Text or LaTeX. The Kluwer LaTeX class file can be downloaded from: http://
www.wkap.nV authors/jmlstylefiles/. If you are not familiar with TeX/LaTeX we ask that you submit your
article in a common word processor format. PDF is not a recommended format.

Hard-copy figures

Original or good quality printouts of all figures should be submitted with the manuscript. Computer
generated printouts should be flawless and on good quality paper. Non-computer generated line figures
should be drawn with Indian ink on white matt paper or tracing paper. Photographs should be in black-
and-white on glossy paper. If a figure is to be in colour (author’s expense), please supply the highest quality
possible so that the figure can be scanned. Slides, glossy photos and computer generated printouts on glossy
photo quality paper are acceptable. On the reverse side of each figure, the name of the (first) author and the
figure number should be written in pencil; the top of the figure should be clearly indicated.

Electronic figures

You should supply the electronic versions of your figures. We prefer figures in TIFF, EPS, PS, PDF and
Microsoft@ Office format. Be aware that we may not be able to use other file formats and that the hard
copy may be scanned instead. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format. For bitmapped graphics,
TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures - 6 1200 dpi; photographs
- 300 dpi; screen dumps - leave as is. Colour figures can be submitted in the RGB colour system. Font-
related problems can be avoided by using standard fonts such as Tunes Roman, Courier and Helvetica.
Figures should be saved in separate files. The figure legends should be included in the text file.

Language
We appreciate any efforts that you make to ensure that the language is corrected before submission. This
will greatly improve the legibility of your paper if English is not your first language.

Manuscript Presentation
The manuscript should be arranged in the following order:

Title page (page I)

— the title should be brief but informative.

— the Author’s full name (if more than one, use ’and’ before the last name and indicate to whom
correspondence should be addressed).

— Affiliation(s)/Address(es) should be complete, and should include a fax number and E-mail address for
correspondence.

Key words/Abstract/Abbreviations (page 2)

— Key words (a maximum of 6, in alphabetical order, suitable for indexing). Key words should differ from
words mentioned in the title.

— Abstract (brief and informative, not to exceed 250 words). No abbreviations should be used in the
abstract.
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— Abbreviations (arranged alphabetically; only those which are not familiar and/or commonly used).
— Authorities for pathogen names are not required.

Main text
The text must be developed under the following headings:

— Introduction

— Materials and methods

— Results

— Discussion

The relative importance of headings and subheadings should be clear. The approximate location of Figures
and Tables should be indicated in the margin. .

New paragraphs should be indicated by clear indentations.

Footnotes should be avoided if possible.

After the main text

— Acknowledgements (also grants, support, etc., if any) should follow the text and precede the references.

References

— Literature references should be listed alphabetically, typed double-spaced, and in the text referred to by
author name and year of publication enclosed in brackets, e.g. (Smith, 1990).

— Citations of personal communications and unpublished data should be avoided unless necessary. Such
citations should in text appear only as: (D. Wilman, Institute, Country, pers. comm.), (C.S. Andrew,
Institute, Country, unpubl.), and not in the reference list.

— The titles of periodicals should be given in full.

— References should contain: author(s) name(s) followed by author(s) initials, year, title of article (only first
word and proper nouns capitalized), journal (not underlined), volume number and inclusive page
numbers. Books must include the location and name of the publisher.

Examples
Periodicals

van Gijsegem F, Somssich IE and Scheel D (1995) Activation of defense-related genes in parsley leaves by
infection with Erwinia chrysanthemi. European Journal of Plant Pathology 101: 549-559

Books (edited by someone other than author of article).

Smith EL, Austen BM, Blumenthal KM and Nyc JF (1975) Glutamate dehydrogenases. In: Boyer PD (ed.)
The Enzyr.nes. VoL I T (pp. 293-361) Academic Press, New York

Books (monographs)

Hicks CR (1973) Fundamental Concepts in the Design of Experiments. Holt, Rinehard and Winston, New
York
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Figures

All photographs, graphs and diagrams should be referred to as a ’Figure’ and they should be numbered
consecutively (1.2. etc.). Multi-part figures ought to be labelled with lower case letters (a, b, etc.). Please
insert keys and scale bars directly in the figures. Relatively small text and great variation in text sizes within
figures should be avoided as figures are often reduced in size. Figures may be sized to fit approximately
within the column(s) of the journal. Provide a detailed legend (without abbreviations) to each figure, refer
to the figure in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. Please place the legends in the
manuscript after the references.

Tables

Each table should be numbered consecutively (I, 2, etc) In tables, footnotes are preferable to long
explanatory material in either the heading or body of the table. Such explanatory footnotes, identified by
superscript letters. should be placed immediately below the table. Please provide a caption (without
abbreviations) to each table, refer to the table in the text and note its approximate location in the margin.
Finally, please place the tables after the figure legends in the manuscript.

Abbreviations and units

— SI units should be used, e.g: mg, g, km, m, cm, mm, ppm, cpm, Ci(Curie), I(litre), ml, s(second),
min(minute), h(hour), mol, m-3, kg per ha or kg ha-J. The minus index form is always to be used in
Tables.

— Use mgl™', not mg/l.

— If a non-standard abbreviation is to be used extensively, it should be defined in full on page 2 and follow
the abstract.

The author will be sent an offprint order form with the proofs, which should be returned to the Publisher
without delay.

Open Choice publication

In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is submitted to the journal and access to
that article is granted to customers who have purchased a subscription), Springer now provides an alter-
native publishing option: Springer Open Choice. A Springer Open Choice article receives all the benefits of
a regular ’subscription-based’ article, but in addition is made available publicly through Springer’s online
platform SpringerLink. To publish via Springer Open Choice, upon acceptance please visit www.sprin-
geronline.com/openchoice to complete the relevant order form and provide the required payment infor-
mation. Payment must be received in full before publication or articles will publish as regular subscription-
model articles. We regret that Springer Open Choice cannot be ordered for published articles.



